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Our dedicated, skilled team of bilingual, bicultural sta! and volunteers  
provide adults and children with high quality, holistic services that respond 

directly to the challenges faced by Korean American families  
undergoing trauma and/or adaptation and acculturation stresses.

Changing Lives, Strengthening Families
Since 1983
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KFAM strengthened 6,000 Korean 
American families and individuals 

in the Greater Los Angeles area 
through counseling, education, 

and social services.

In  2017, 
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KFAM StAFF, BoArd & VolunteerS
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Dear KFAM Friends,

We started 2017 with uncertainty and anxiety of what was to come. With 72% of Korean Americans in LA County 
being foreign-born, and an estimated 15% nationally being undocumented, many of our community members 
feared the anti-immigrant sentiment that was growing in this country and didn't want to access our services.  
I recall a client who was a victim of gender-based violence who got a visa and then enrolled in community college 
so she could learn English and gain job skills. When she heard she would need to go to the DMV to get a state ID 
card, she dropped out of school rather than run the risk of being on the government’s radar. 

KFAM’s response was to double down in our e!orts to ensure our community members knew they had a safe 
space when they walked through our front door. We tripled the size of our Domestic Violence (DV) Department 
and launched several new projects in the areas of homelessness prevention, sexual assault, and human tra"cking. 
We provided intensive 40-hour and 2-day trainings on domestic violence and sexual assault to 62 Korean faith 
leaders so that they could help us end domestic violence, particularly as they are o#en the $rst responders to 
families who are in crisis.

In our Counseling Department, KFAM served 325 Korean Americans with individual and group counseling. 90% 
were monolingual Korean speakers. Korean immigrants, though fearful, continued to seek our services because 
we made sure the message went out widely to the public that we welcomed everyone, particularly those who were 
undocumented, indigent, and uninsured.

With our Asian Foster Family Initiative, we continued to be the only licensed Foster Family Agency in the 
national specializing in the needs of Asian Paci$c Islander (API) foster children and families. KFAM conducted 
presentations for 681 adults and ran more than $250,000 worth of TV Public Service Announcements in Korean, 
Mandarin, Cantonese and English. We gave away over $100,000 in scholarships and 400 backpacks and presents 
to provide stability to API foster children who o#en fall through the cracks. 

%ank you to our 34 sta! and 13 board members who have invested so much in KFAM to ensure that 6,000+ 
clients receive the highest level of culturally responsive care available. We hope you enjoy reading more about 
what we accomplished in 2017.

Sincerely,

letter FroM KFAM

Sunny Kang 
Chair

Connie Chung Joe 
KFAM Executive Director
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KFAM'S WorK

Our services truly provide a vital safety net for resource-poor individuals, 
families and children without access to care. 

Asian Foster Family Initiative
KFAM’s Asian Foster Family Initiative recruits, trains 

and supports Korean and other Asian Paci$c Islander 

(API) resource (foster) parents to provide culturally and 

linguistically appropriate homes to the 800+ API foster 

children in Los Angeles and Orange Counties.  KFAM 

is the $rst licensed Foster Family Agency (FFA) in the 

nation specializing in the API community. In 2017, our 

services included Christmas Gi# Drive, Gi#s from the 

Heart: Backpack Drive, counseling for families and the 

Hanmi Bank Scholarship Program. 

Child Care Food Program
KFAM's Child Care Food Program, working with the 

US Department of Agriculture and the California 

Department of Education, subsidizes nutritious meals 

at licensed day care centers and home providers in Los 

Angeles and Orange Counties and provides monitoring 

and training on nutrition, safety, and child development. 

In 2017, KFAM trained 300 childcare providers and 

ensured that almost 5,000 children enjoyed nutritious 

meals and snacks every day.

Child & Youth Wellness
KFAM provides intervention services and education 

to strengthen families and promote child wellness. 

We also conduct public awareness campaigns to raise 

awareness on highly stigmatized family issues in the 

Korean community such as adolescent depression  and 

child abuse. In 2017, KFAM held our School Readiness 

Seminar, College Readiness Workshop, Art Workshops, 

Mommy and Me classes and Youth Mentorship and 

Health Education Program. 

Clinical Counseling
KFAM’s mental health services are tailored to the unique 

needs of Korean American families, adults and children. 

Our professional bilingual and bicultural counseling 

services promote recovery, resilience and positive change 

in the lives of our clients and their families. KFAM 

provides counseling for children, adolescents, adults, 

couples, and families as well as psychiatric medication 

support, and prevention and early intervention services.

Community Programs
KFAM o!ers free services and programs to provide 

holistic care and support to our community members. 

We strive to strengthen families, empower lives, and 

promote community wellness through a broad range 

of education, outreach and wellness activities.  In 2017, 

KFAM held a range of educational seminars which 

included parenting education on teens and sex, Korean 

Immigrant Parenting, Senior Yoga and a Healthy Life 

Seminar focusing on seniors.

Domestic Violence
KFAM’s Ben Hong Center for Women and Children 

provides free trauma-informed care and support for 

domestic violence victims and families. Our continuum 

of care - from crisis help, workforce development, 

$nancial counseling, training of Korean faith leaders, 

case management, to survivor support - helps them 

achieve safety, while empowering them as they journey 

toward healthy, violence-free lives. Recently, we have 

been expanding our victim services to include sexual 

assault and human tra"cking.
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“We believe our life’s purpose was to become foster parents. 

I (Dean) saw a public announcement on LA18 about the lack 

of  Asian foster parents and decided to talk to Maria about 

attending orientation to learn more about becoming foster 

parents. I (Maria) worked with emancipated foster youth for 

twenty years, where many of  my students encouraged me to 

become a foster parent. I never acted upon it, but when Dean 

brought it up; I thought all signs pointed at fostering. Let’s try it. 

  Throughout the training, topics like culture sensitivity, 

understanding heritage and trans-racial relationships were 

brought up. Because the child placed in our home would have 

his or her own culture, as foster parents embracing and creating 

opportunities for cultural understanding was emphasized. This 

hit home to us. My wife and I are a blended family. I am Korean 

American, my wife is Japanese American adopted by a Caucasian 

family and our daughter is Korean-Japanese American. We 

have lived decades embracing our differences and similarities. 

  We met our two sons at 11 pm in front of  our doorstep. 

Brandon was four and Carter was two. They were brothers who had 

been taken away due to neglect and exposure to illegal substances 

in their home. When they arrived, Brandon was wearing only a 

t-shirt with mismatched shoes, while Carter was wearing a shirt 

without any shoes. They had no personal belongings with them. 

It was clear to see that the boys had developmental delays that had 

not been diagnosed. Both were non-verbal, and their methods 

of  expressing themselves were different. In the beginning, 

Carter refused to be held and rejected any kind of  affection. 

 Over time, through an accumulation of  therapy, 

constant affection and family centered events, Carter slowly 

started opening up. He began talking, jumping, playing and 

became the bright and lively little boy that he was supposed to 

be. The brothers learned to trust, love and respect.  We love 

our boys and want only what is best for them. Though it can 

be challenging at times, we would not have it any other way. 

Everything, we mean Everything has changed since becoming 

foster parents. We chase after our children, sleep less, worry 

more and our once quiet home is now a fortress of  fun and 

noise. But children give us a different type of  joy through their 

laughter, smiles and hugs that is hard to find elsewhere.  They 

give us purpose, which helps us continue to grow and learn too.  

Most importantly, they teach us how to love unconditionally. 

We now know it is possible to bring individuals who were not 

“born by blood” into your family and to love unconditionally. 

 I (Maria) was adopted, but I was told that in Japan 

orphans were a curse and no one wanted to adopt children 

because they could come from “bad blood.” I understand 

where the stereotype surrounding orphans developed, but 

of  course, they are not true. I know Asian culture is based on 

the celebration and importance of  the community. There is 

a folklore that says it takes a village to raise a child. I think if  

Asians and Asian Americans knew there were so many Asian 

children in the foster system, they would step forward to care 

for the children.  We cannot complain about the problems if  

we are not a part of  a potential solution – whether that means 

fostering or adopting or supporting and providing resources for 

parents who foster and/or adopt. We can all contribute to help 

children who may potentially be forgotten, ignored or forced to 

live in despair and hopelessness. We have learned many things 

as foster parents. Fostering is a blessing and very fulfilling. We 
wouldn’t have it any other way. We will foster till we can’t.”  

We WIll FoSter tIll We cAn't
An Asian Foster Family Initiative Resource Families' Story

Dean and Maria graduated from the first cohort of  KFAM’s AFFI program in 2014. Since then they have devoted their lives to fostering and changing the 
lives of  foster children. They hope by sharing their story, more individuals and parents will become resource (foster) parents. Children names have been changed.  

We absolutely understand how important food, rituals, 

language, customs and the aesthetic environment are all very 

important to a child’s sense of  security. 
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FoSterIng loVe gAlA
34th Annual Fundraising Gala, !ursday September 21, 2017 

Celebrating 34 years of service, KFAM  
highlighted our Asian Foster Family Initiative 

(AFFI) Program 



KFAM AnnuAl RepoRt 2017 11

Over 400 guests gathered together to raise $230,000
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Impact in 2017
1,498 

Individual Counseling 
Sessions for adults and children 

135+
participants attended  

Parenting, Couple, and Healthy 
Senior Life Seminars

149
survivors of Domestic Violence served with 
a comprehensive range of case management, 

counseling and support group services

46,611
healthy meals and snacks served  
annually to children through our 

Child Care Food Program

813
calls to the Asian Foster  
Family Initiative Hotline

107
children exposed to 

violence served through  
counseling and art therapy
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Impact in 2017

13 

85
Students attended 

College and School 
Readiness Workshops

$100,000+ 
awarded in scholarships through Hanmi Bank

28 
families graduated 24-hour training 

for resource (foster) parents

681 
individuals participated in AFFI 

Presentations to learn how to  
become resource (foster) parents

303
backpacks $lled with age-

appropriate supplies delivered to  
foster children

Family Wellness Seminars 
presented to the Community 

62
Faith Leaders trained in DV 

to become better $rst  
responders
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lAugh For the KIdS
Friendraiser - Comedy Night, September 21, 2017  (Helen Hong, Matthew Moy, Connie Chung Joe, Atsuko Okatsuka)

40-hour trAInIng At MIju theologIcAl SeMInAry
Domestic Violence/Family Violence Advocate Training for Future Faith Leaders



KFAM AnnuAl RepoRt 2017 15

chIldren leArnIng ABout heAlthy eAtIng
Learning about di"erent types of vegetables and fruits through sensory and music

AFFI BAcK to School BAcKpAcK drIVe
Volunteers helping stu" 300+ backpacks with school age appropriate supplies
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KFAM StAFF And BoArd
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BOArD Of DIrECTOrs
Sunny Kang, Chair, United University Church

Yun Kim, Vice-Chair, Emperor’s College of Traditional Oriental Medicine
Julie H. Yu, Secretary

Charles Yoo, Gala Co-Chair, Treasurer, Capital Group 
Jae Chung, Gala Co-Chair, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

Angela Yoon, County of Los Angeles
Bonnie Lee, Hanmi Bank
Christine Oh, Open Bank

Eugene Kimn, Phoenix House
Jina Park, PLUSH, LLC

Julie Whang, Arcadia Dentaldontics
Nancy Pak, Bonita Fabrics

Samantha Han, Dr. Samantha Han, MD

KfAM sTAff 
Alice Lee, MBA, Asian Foster Family Initiative Manager

Amy Lee, Administrative Assistant
Calvin Yang, AMFT, Clinical Counselor

Chloe Kim, AMFT, Family Advocate
Christine Chu, Child Care Food Program Home Manager

Cindy P. Lee, Asian Foster Family Initiative Outreach Coordinator
Connie Chung Joe, JD, Executive Director

Elizabeth Cho, Child Care Food Program Monitor
Estee Song, MEd, Asian Foster Family Initiative Social Worker

Eunice Jeon, LMFT, Clinical Services Coordinator
Hannah Lim, Clinical Counseling Psy.D Intern

Hyunmi An, LMFT, Clinical Counseling Manager
Jamie Yang, ASW, Asian Foster Family Initiative Social Worker 
Jane Lee, AMFT, Asian Foster Family Initiative Social Worker

Jane Park, AMFT, Clinical Counselor
Jeehye Kim, ASW, Clinical Counselor

Jennifer Oh, LCSW, Domestic Violence Program Specialist
Jessica Ra, Development Coordinator 

Jina Kim, MFT Trainee, Clinical Counseling Intern
Joyce Woo, ASW, Domestic Violence Advocate

Jungyeol Oh, PhD, NP, Psychologist and Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner
Katherine Yeom, Deputy Director

Krizia Medenilla, Asian Foster Family Initiative Outreach Coordinator
Lauren Kwon, MEd, LMFT, Sexual Assault Advocate

Mariah Oca, ASW, Asian Foster Family Initiative Social Worker
Miri Ha, Clinical Counseling Case Manager 
Miri Lee, Community Relations Specialist

Na Young Ko, Child Care Food Program Center Manager
Robyn Harrod, LCSW, Asian Foster Family Initiative Coordinator

Sam Lee, ASW, Clinical Counselor
Serin Woo, Domestic Violence Advocate

Siyang Yu, ASW, Asian Foster Family Initiative Social Worker
Summer Lim, Finance Manager

Sunhee Kim, AMFT, Domestic Violence Program Manager 
Teri Lim, ASW, JD, Asian Foster Family Initiative Social Worker

Yunsook Choi, O#ce Support Specialist
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Andrea Choe
Andrew Hong
Andrew Shim
Ann Yeom
Anna Chung
Anna Yu
Annes Koh
Armida and Brandon Chow
Benjamin Shin
Binna Kim
Christine Hong
Christine Oh
Cirilo Pinlac
Cory Wong
Cullen Williams
Edie Huang
Elisa Kim
Elizabeth Rubo
Erin S. Park
Eun Ju Lee
Give 2 Friends Foundation

Global Children  
     Foundation
Grace Kwon
Hwadam Kwon
Hyeonji Park
In Sook Shin
Ivy Lee
JaeGuk Go 
Janice Lee
Jason Ha
Jason Kim
Je Hwan Seong
Jenny Chen
Jenny Park
Jeong-Ah Yun
Jessica Ahn 
Jihye Choi
Jina Han
Joanne Kumamato
Joseph Shin
Josephine Lee

Joyce Bang
Jung Lucia
Karen May
Kathi Duncan
Katherine Kokenes
Kathy Ikeda
Keumku Sou
Kum Yei Kim
Kyung Ro
Linda Kim
M. Robinson
Marie Song
Michael Kim
Mike Okamoto
MK Yoo
Myung Hee Hyun
Nathan Bahk
Patty Kim
Rachel Kwon
Roy Kim
Saku Na

Samantha Kim
Sei-Young Lee
Seongwon Chun
Shin Aera
Siyon Rhee
Soh Yun Park
Soma Chu
Spencer and Wilson Sun
Summer Lim
Sung Jong Hong
Sunny Kim
Sylvia Eha 
Vivian Lee
Vivian Yun
Weili Malernal
Yonjon Jeon
Young Jun Tan
Young K. Susan Chung
Young Hwan Ahn
Yung Choi

KfAM VOLunTEErs
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fInAnCIAL rEVIEW
January - December 2017

Government Contracts and Grants 
Foundations and Corporations              
Fundraising Events (net)     
Fees for Service     
Individual Contributions 
Interest Income   

Total Revenue   

2017 Revenue

Programs and Services  
  Asian Foster Family Initiative     
 Child Care Food Program 
  Clinical Counseling          
 Domestic/Family Violence    

General/Administrative & Fundraising

Total Expenses    

$3,722,050*
$954,115
$185,622
$57,116
$71,827
$962

$4,991,692

2017 Expenses

$508,965
$3,397,920*
$578,182
$269,102

$195,745

$4,949,914

*Including $2,976,697 in Child Care Food Program disbursements
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heAlthy lIFe SeMInAr
Seniors learning how to live a happier and healthier life by understanding physical and mental changes

MoMMy And Me clASSeS
Stimulating toddlers' senses through a slinky activity with mothers and their children
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2017 KfAM suppOrTErs

G OV E R N M E N T
California Department of Education

California O"ce of Emergency Services
First 5 LA 

LA County Department of Children and Family Services
LA County Department of Mental Health

LA County Department of Public Social Services
LA County Second Supervisorial District,  

    Supervisor Mark Ridley-%omas
US Department of Agriculture

US Department of Justice O"ce for Victims of Crime
US Department of Justice O"ce on Violence Against Women

$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 A N D U P
Blue Shield of California Foundation

Hanmi Bank Scholarship 
%e Albert Kim Foundation

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 TO $ 1 9 9 , 9 9 9
Asian Americans Advancing Justice  

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Helaina Foundation
Parsons Foundation
Van Nuys Charities

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 TO $ 4 9 , 9 9 9
Alice and Julia Song

Capital Group
Commonwealth Business Bank

Green Foundation
Jamison Foundation

Los Angeles Pet Care, Inc. DBA Olympic Pet Clinic
Mark Hughes Foundation

Shirakiku Foundation
Steve Kim

%e Chung and Soon Pak Family Foundation
%e Kimberly Park Foundation
Open Stewardship Foundation

Turbo Air
Walmart 

Wells Fargo Bank
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$ 5 , 0 0 0 TO $ 9 , 9 9 9
Alvin and Joyce Kang
CHA Hollywood Presbyterian   
     Medical Center
Conico Oil Company 
Jeremy Joe and Connie Chung Joe
Michael Yang
Open Bank
Saint Cross
Sung Won Chu
Xiao Yang Zhou
Wilton Pharmacy

$3,000 to $4,999
Crowe Horwath LLP
Dignity Health - California  
     Hospital Medical Center
Emperor’s College & Clinic of  
     Traditional Oriental Medicine
Eugene Kimn
JC & Associates
Mindy Kim
Overseas Koreans Foundation
Steven C. Kim & Associates

$2,000 to $2,999
Choi Kim Park LLP
Dr. Jung Yeol Oh Psychological  
      Services
Dr. Samantha Han Obstetrics &  
      Gynecology
JC Sales Wholesaler of Choice
Joanne Kim Family Fund
Kim Kang
Koreatown Organizations Assoc.
Korean American Federation of    
      Los Angeles
Neo Blue T.O.W., Inc.
Nielsen Foundation
Paci$c City Bank
Paul Song
Rotary Club of Historic  
     Filipinotown
Rotary Club of Koreatown
Rotary Club of Little Tokyo
Rotary District 5240 
Sunny and Maryan Kang
Tae and Michelle Kim

$1,000 to $1,999
Amanda Zhao
Blooming Cosmetics, Inc.
Bonnie Lee
Byung No and Jung Hwa Ree
Chang Kyu Kim
Charles Yoo

Chris Chang
Christine Lee 
Christine Oh
Eduardo Kim
Hansori
Inkook and Cathleen Chung
Jodi Yum
Jody and Steve Morrison
Joe Kim
Julianna Mather
Kaylee Cho
Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, Inc.
Kenneth Kaiheng Ren
Kimbap Paradise, Inc. 
KLK Capital Management LLC
Korean American Bar Association
Korean American Scholarship  
     Foundation
Life Care Center
Man Chul Cho
Mike C. Kim
Min S. and Kum O. Park
New Star Realty Inc.
New York Life
Steven Song
Sung B. Whang 
UC Education Center
United Healthcare
Wilshire Smiling Tree Preschool
Yong K. Yi
Yongsusan
Yun Kim

$500 to $999
Angela Yoon
Angela Killoren
Carter and In Kyong Sale
David Kim
General Business Credit
Gilbert and Gloria Lee Whang 
Highland Cornerstone Church
Jae Chung
Jessica Wi
Jina Park
Joanne Kim
John Lee
Joshua Kim
Julia and Steve Dodge
Julie Whang and Michael %ai
Julie Yu
Ki Won Yoon
Kyu Hwan Kim
Lock & Key 
Luke Yi
Marcia Choo
Mark and Janet Brown

Mary Broude
Michael Watanabe
Mike Kim
Monica Ryoo
Si K. Roh
Sophia Young Pak
Teri Lim
%omas Lee
Wonil Kim
WonSook and Myun Paik
Young Min Kim

$200 to $499
Ann Menzie
Anna Park
Anzell Clothing
Biho Cha
Cathy Hong
David Kim
Eunice Choi
Evelyn Xu
Gina Kim
Jamie Yang
Janet Kim
Joo Hong Kim
Kyung and Jong Ro
Little Tokyo Service Center
Lopez Accounting Group
Mi Ae Lee and Sangil Lee 
Promac Image Systems
Shalom Song
Sook Myung Girl’s High School  
     Alumnae Association of  
     Southern California
Soon Ja Hong
Yonsei Alumni Association

$20 to $199
Aaron Ha
Adewale Ogunbadejo
Alice Lee
Andrew Chong
Angela Lesaca
Annette Biggs
Avigail Schotz
Bryan Choi
Bryan Gonzalvo
Bryan Kim
Cara Bates
Carey Kim
Charles Kim
Charles Ryu
Chloe Stryker
Christina Lee
Christopher Song
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David C. Lim
David Ezaki
Dustin Haala
Eric Kim
Erica Ma
Eun Kyung Cho
Frances Ku
George Park
Hanna Kim Yoon
Hanna Yoon
Hatice Umran Beba
Heejung Oh
Helen Lee
Helen Oh
Henry Derussell
HMK Realty Inc. 
Hyun Nam
Hyun Sook Oh
Isadora Santos
Jae Lee
Jason Kim
Je!rey and Yeo Sook Jung
Jeremy and Lindsay Gonzales
Jin Hee Min
John Cho
John H. Lee
Jose Ramirez
Julio Berrios
Jungeun Kim 
Jungsook Grace Yoon-Taylor
Kenneth Ahn
Matthew Moy
Mariko Kahn
Michael Kadish
Michelle Paek
Min Moon
Natasha Acedevo
Paul Kim
Paulina Yu
Peggy Kauh
Ralph Tsong
Rosemead Seventh Day
Sandra Baik 
Sang Son
Sarah Mee Ja Hong
Seong Ah Park
Seung On Yoon
Sheila Grady
Sook Hee Kang
Ung Il Park
Woo Jung Son
Yong-Mi Kim
Yujie Cui
Yunsook and Brian Choi

In-Kind Donation
3D %eatricals
Albert Kim
Alvin and Joyce Kang
Aquarium of the Paci$c
Aritaum : Koreatown Plaza 
Atsuko Okatsuka
Chil Kong
David Lee
Discovery Cube LA
Disneyland Resort
Dr. Alice and Julia Song
Eko Eats by Judy Han
Gloria Whang
Halper Fine Art
Helen Hong
Hollywood Improv
Honami Uchiyama
Hugo Restaurant
Huntington Library
Hyundai Motor America
iPic %eaters
Jeremy Joe & Connie Chung Joe
Jinah Kim-Perek
Jun Hyung Kim
Korea Content Platform, LLC
LA 18 
LA Clippers
LA Philharmonic
Laugh Factory
Lucky Strike
Magnolia Bakery 
Mama Lion
Matthew Moy
May Chung Gallery
Michael Yo
Natural History Museum
Paul “PK” Kim
Paci$c Park
Paper Culture
Pinches Tacos
POMS & Associates
Porter Ranch Country Club
Rack Room Shoes
San Francisco Ballet
San Francisco Zoo
Sohyun Park
Specialty Restaurants Corp.
Stumptown Co!ee
Sul & Beans
Total Wine and More
Touchstone Climbing
Wako
Wayne Bradshaw
Yasuko Sakamoto 

Workplace Giving 
Amazon Smile
Asian Paci$c Community Fund
IBM
United Way: Greater Los Angeles
Wells Fargo Community Support  
      Program
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Changing Lives, strengthening families

 Since 1983
3727 West 6th Street Suite 320

Los Angeles, CA 90020

Telephone: (213) 389 - 6755
A#er Hours Toll-Free Crisis Hotline: (888) 979 - 3800

Email: admin@kfamla.org

Hours
Monday - Friday 

9:00AM - 5:30PM 
www.kfamla.org


